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Yudhistira advises him not to repeat such things again and lets
him go. Such is Yudhistira' s kindness and magnanimity.

In the Yaksaprasna incident, Yudhistira's efforts in getting
back the sacrificial sticks of a Brahmin, reveal his virtuousness.
When all the brothers fall dead after having drunk water from
a particular pond, Yudhistira goes there and answers the critical
questions of the Yaksa. The episode provides a proof of his
pragmatism and intelligence. Satisfied by his answers, the Yaksa
asks him to choose the life of only one of the brothers, and
promises to give back the life to that brother. Yudhistira, who
has been undergoing a miserable forest life does not ask for either
Bhima or Arjuna. He wants Nakula to be brought back to life.
On hearing his wish the Yaksa enquires in curiosity why Nakula is
chosen. Yudhistira replies that he has the same respect towards
his step- mother Madri, and says that he wants at least one of her
sons to survive along with him.22 God Dharma who is in the form
of that Yaksa, being pleased by the righteousness of Yudhistira
brings back to life all his brothers. The narration of this incident
highlights both the skill ofAgastya, and the character ofDharmaja.

After the completion of twelve years of stay in the forest the
Pandavas choose to live incognito in Viratanagara for one year.
The five Pandavas go in different guises and seek service and shel-
ter under king Virdta. In this context Agastya uses one simile,
which provides a key to understand the character of Dharmaja and
also the prominent sentiment of the Kavya. Yudhistira, accompa-
nied by his brothers is here compared to the quality called '5'ama'
accompanied by other virtues, and Virata is compared to Dharma
and it is stated that the entry of Yudhistira along with his brothers
into the court of Virata is just like the union of the quality Sama
( YW.") and its retinue, with that of Dharma23 and in this context
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